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= Dr. Vijay Garg

The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 is a comprehensive
blueprint designed to transform
India into a vibrant knowledge
society by providing high-quality,
flexible, and multidisciplinary edu-
cation. By 2026, the Indian educa-
tion system is anticipated to have
undergone significant structural
and pedagogical changes, setting
the stage for achieving the policy's

long-term goals by 2030 and 2035.

New School Structure: The
5+3+3+4 DesignThe most radical
change is the replacement of the
rigid 10+2 structure with a new
5+3+3+4 curricular and pedagogi-
cal framework. By 2026, most
states and educational boards are
expected to be well into the transi-
tion phase of this new
model.Foundational Stage (Age 3-
8): 3 years of Anganwadi/Pre-
school + Grades 1-2. The focus is
on Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE), emphasizing
play-based and activity-based
learning to build strong cognitive
and socio-emotional founda-
tions.**Preparatory Stage (Age 8-
11): Grades 3-5. This stage intro-
duces more structured learning,
focusing intently on achieving
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN), a top priority

under the NIPUN Bharat Mission
(National Initiative for Proficiency
in Reading with Understanding and
Numeracy).**Middle Stage (Age
11-14): Grades 6-8. A crucial shift
occurs here with the introduction of
subject-oriented pedagogy across
Science, Mathematics, Arts, Social
Sciences, and Humanities.
Importantly, Vocational Education
is integrated, including practical
skills and internships.**Secondary
Stage (Age 14-18): Grades 9-12.
This stage offers greater flexibility
in subject choice, breaking the
rigid barriers of Science,
Commerce, and Arts streams.
Students can opt for a multidiscipli-

nary approach, choosing subjects
like Physics with Music.<

Key Pedagogical and
Assessment Shifts by 2026The
core aim of NEP 2020 is to move
away from rote learning toward
critical thinking and experiential
learning.Holistic and Integrated
Learning: There will be no rigid
separation between curricular, co-
curricular, and extra-curricular
activities, or between vocational
and academic streams. This fos-
ters a more well-rounded develop-
ment for students.Reformed
Assessments (PARAKH): Board
exams will shift from high-stakes,
one-time tests to a more flexible
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and formative system that tests
conceptual understanding, critical
thinking, and application of knowl-
edge. The new National
Assessment Centre, PARAKH
(Performance Assessment,
Review, and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic
Development), is being established
to set norms, standards, and
guidelines for student assessment
across all school
boards.Multilingualism: The policy
strongly emphasizes the use of the
mother tongue/local language as
the medium of instruction up to
Grade 5, and preferably until
Grade 8, promoting cognitive
development and cultural pride.

Higher Education
Transformation MilestonesBy
2026, major reforms in higher edu-
cation are expected to be opera-
tional in central and many state
universities:Multidisciplinary
Institutions: The gradual conver-
sion of standalone institutions into
large multidisciplinary universities
and clusters.Flexible
Undergraduate Programs: The
Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUP), with multiple
entry and exit options, is being
rolled out widely.1 Year:
Certificate2 Years: Diploma3
Years: Bachelor's Degree4 Years:
Bachelor's Degree
(Honours/Research)Academic
Bank of Credits (ABC): This digital
repository, which stores academic
credits earned by a student, is
expected to be fully functional,
enabling students to transfer and
redeem credits, facilitating the mul-
tiple entry/exit system.

Tech Integration and Teacher

frae @y, Fed-wead, o096 EdUCAtion

EmpowermentDigital Learning:
Platforms like DIKSHA (Digital
Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing) are being continuously
expanded with high-quality digital
content. The focus remains on
bridging the digital divide to ensure
equitable access.Teacher Training:
The minimum degree qualification
for teaching is set to become a 4-
year integrated B.Ed. degree by
2030. By 2026, widespread, con-
tinuous professional development
programs (NISHTHA) are intensify-
ing, equipping teachers with new
pedagogical skills required for the
NEP framework.Challenges and
The Way ForwardWhile the vision
is transformative, the implementa-
tion faces significant challenges by
2026:Infrastructural Gaps: Many
areas, particularly rural and remote
ones, require considerable invest-
ment in physical infrastructure
(classrooms, labs) and digital infra-
structure (internet connectivity,

devices) to fully support the NEP's
goals.Teacher Capacity: Scaling up
the training programs and recruit-
ing qualified teachers for the new
multilingual, multidisciplinary, and
vocational-focused curriculum
remains a major task.Funding and
Consensus: Achieving the target of
increasing public spending on edu-
cation to 6% of GDP is crucial.
Furthermore, successful imple-
mentation requires overcoming
resistance to structural changes
and building consensus among
various state and central educa-
tional bodies.

The year 2026 marks a critical
halfway point for many of the NEP
2020's short-to-medium-term
goals, with the education system
rapidly moving towards a student-
centric, skill-focused, and globally
aligned model. Writer is Retired
Principal Educational columnist
Eminent Educationist street kour
Chand MHR Malout Punjab.®
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