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After Iran:
America’s Next Steps

hat happens after the
s’s/ shooting stops? This is
Washington, DCls main

topic of conversation in the wake of
Epic Fury annihilating Iranls lead-
ership. The answer is fundamental
to the balance of President Donald
Trumpls Administration. What fol-
lows  removing  Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro? What is
next in Iran? What happens if the
Cuban Communists fall?

America has shown the world
that it is the most formidable mili-
tary power in history.
Unfortunately, during the 21st cen-

tury, America has also shown its
ability to lose the peace after win-
ning the war. With the end of the
Cold War, America guiding nations
toward pro-West free societies has
ranged from the kgoodl, to the
kbadl, to the kuglyl.

SOVIET EMPIRE

The fall of the Berlin Wall on
November 9, 1989, marked the end
of 72 years of tyranny for Russia
and many kcaptivel nations. The
countries of the USSR, the Baltics,
and Eastern Europe had viable
opposition elements. Most Warsaw
Pact nations were viable democra-

-l .
m W
« T Tim o omEon

cies before being conquered by the
Nazis and Soviets.

Credible leaders, such as
Polandls Lech Walesa and the
Czech Republicls Vaclav Havel,
were ready to step in. Dissident
movements like Solidarity and
Samizdat provided a core of policy
and political activists to fill the
power vacuum as Eastern European
leaders fell.

The United States did not kna-
tion buildl. It offered important
support to the emerging leaders
who were shaking off generations
of oppression.
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Bipartisanship dominated this
effort.  The Clinton  State
Department and Speaker Newt
Gingrich hosted delegations from
the new nations to personally see
Congress in action. Prime
Ministers, General Secretaries, and
Parliamentary leaders spent days
being mentored by the Clerk of the
House and the Housels Chief
Administrative Officer on how vot-
ing, legislative processes, and con-
stituent services could be adopted
to their respective settings.

Harvard Universityls Kennedy
School of Government, under a
State Department contract, held
week-long training sessions for
Members of various Parliaments.
Senators, Members of Congress,
and the Housels Chief
Administrative Officer conducted

' firwe @iy, oid- anile,
Siceftgter fume dg, ami-sie, 3096

these interactive seminars to pro-
vide real world, hands-on, insights
on how to effectively represent
their countryls interests while man-
aging debate and opposing views.
The European Union stepped in
to help align legal practices and
guide the new nations into compli-
ance and ultimately membership in
the European Union (EU).
Nonprofits, such as the Atlantic
Council and The European Institute
facilitated dialogue with EU lead-
ers and regional stakeholders.
European Ambassadors, posted
both the U.S. and in Eastern
Europe, served as coaches and
mentors to their counterparts.
AFGHANISTAN
The successes of Eastern Europe
were totally lost on the Neo-
Conservatives (NeoCons) that

N
A
I
dominated the inner circles of
President George W. Bush.

Afghanistan was a feudal socie-
ty, divided among villages elders,
clergy, and warlords, all owing titu-
lar loyalty to the Shah.
Mohammadzai tribal leaders ruled
Afghanistan for 155 years. The last
Shah  was toppled in a
Sovietbacked coup in April 1978.

What followed were years of
unrest. This included civil war, the
assassination of the Soviet puppet
leader, and the full-scale invasion
and occupation of the country by
Soviet troops in December 1979.

A long guerilla war was waged
by the pro-West Northern Alliance
and Islamist factions known as the
Mujahideen. Eventually, the most
radical of the factions, the Taliban,
dominated the Mujahideen.
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The Soviet withdrawal on April
14, 1988, left an uneasy coalition
government between the Northern
Alliance and the Taliban. The
leader of the Northern Alliance was
assassinated days before the 9-11
attack on America. These events
consolidated Taliban control but
also led to the United States top-
pling the regime in December
2001.

The U.S. chose to knation
buildl. Ignoring history and culture,
Bush officials installed Hamid
Karzai in December 2001, after the
Taliban government was over-
thrown. Karzai had been the CIAls
kpaymasterl for moving funds to
Afghan guerillas. He would prove
to be corrupt and untrustworthy,
selling the countryls mineral rights
to China for $40 million to his
overseas bank accounts.

IRAQ

In 2003, Bushls Neocons waged a
war based on highly questionable
intelligence. They proceeded to line
their pockets with billions in bogus
contracts while wrecking the coun-
try. The U.S. likes to establish high-
ly centralized governments. This
ignores the federal system and local
governance that made America a
success. Partly, centralization is
lazy. Having everything inside the
highly fortified Baghdad kGreen
Zonel meant diplomats, bureau-
crats, and contractors could avoid
learning anything about the real sit-
uation and not leave the comforts of
Western food and entertainment.

Unfortunately, this was the
recipe for disaster. Rulers, going
back to 1639, understood that Iraq
was three separate nations: the
Kurds in the north; the Shiites

faare 2g, ad-aiier, 2026 JRfteel

along the coast; and the Sunnis in
the centre. The British bundled Iraq
together after the First World War
to consolidate their hold through a
puppet King. This fiction fell apart
in 1958 when the Balath Party took
control and continued to rule a con-

trived unitary state. Saddam
Hussein emerged as dictator in
1988.

The 2003 war toppled Hussein,
ushering in 20 years of waste,
fraud, abuse. Instead of pursuing a
federal system, Bush occupation
officials forced a strong unitary
state. It was inevitable that the three
historic areas would bridle at this
contrivance. The most tragic were
the Kurds. They had enjoyed semi-
independence with the establish-
ment of a kno fly zonel over their
region since the 1991 war. They
had oil and a strong traditional gov-
ernance structure. They reached out
to Western companies to help
develop their lands and were
crushed by the U.S. State
Department.

THE FUTURE

Venezuela has a viable opposition
movement that had the last election
stolen. It has a Nobel Prize winner,
Maria Corina Machado, as its titu-
lar head. Trump seems content to

let Interim President Delcy
Rodriguez do the heavy lifting of
steering the country back to credi-
bility. Her public statements dis-
tance her from kWashingtonls
Ordersl, but her actions display
begrudging cooperation. Behind
the scenes kcarrots and sticksl are
probably guiding the relationship.
What happens next is going to be
driven by internal forces, with the
U.S. incentivizing a pro-West and
free society outcome.

Iran has a viable opposition
inside and outside the country. This
includes the extensive Iranian dias-
pora residing in the United States
and other countries. Just as Epic
Fury started, Maryam Rajavi, the
President-elect of the NCRI,
announced the formation of a
Provisional Government by the
NCRI to transfer sovereignty to the
people of Iran and establish a
Democratic Republic based on a
long established ten-point plan.The
Ten-Point Plan was presented by
Maryam Rajavi in December 2006 at
a session of the Council of Europe.

The NCRIIs plan for the future
is, ka pluralistic republic based on
the separation of religion and state,
gender equality, the abolition of the
death penalty, peace, coexistence,
the elimination of double oppres-
sion against Iranls ethnic and
national minorities, and a non-
nuclear Iranl. This well-organized
effort, along with the possible sym-
bolic national leader, Crown Prince
Reza Pahlavi, could quickly fill the
void as the current regime is top-
pled. There truly is hope after the
bombs...as long as Trump and his
team learn from the past.

(Anup Singh) @
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